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Water Europe

The voice and promoter 

of water-related innovation and RTD in Europe



Mission:  

✓ Improve coordination and collaboration in the water 
ecosystem in the EU and beyond;

✓ Enhance performance and competitiveness of the water 
ecosystem;

✓ Contribute to solving global water challenges through 
RTD&I.

European Strategy:

✓ Multistakeholder association representing the whole 
water value-chain

✓Value-based organisation: Water Vision

College A: Multinational corporations

College B: Research & Technology developers

College C: Utilities

College D: Suppliers & SMEs

College E: Large water users

College F: Public Authorities

College G: Civil Society Organisations

250+ members from 28 countries representing 1 million employees and a turnover of €232bn turnover 

Values and members

Water Europe



Innovation



Innovation waves – EU leading the deep-
tech wave?



Innovation  Types

• From Incremental to  breakthrough to disruptive

• Beyond one technology: combination of physical & digital, product & 
service, technologies & business models …

• Systemic Innovation

• Hard and Soft

• Inclusive





Innovation Ecosystems

EU tech ecosystems 
are rich but can only 
reach their full 
potential if better 
interconnected

The Commission has published the 2022 edition of the 
European Innovation Scoreboard, which reveals that the EU's 
innovation performance has grown by about 10% since 
2015. Compared to 2021, innovation performance in 2022 
has improved for 19 Member States, and declined for 8

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/knowledge-publications-tools-and-data/publications/all-publications/european-innovation-scoreboard-2022_en
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Water challenges

• 90% of climate disasters are water related

• 90% of our economy  depends on water 

• 75% jobs depend on water 

• Water crises among the 5 top global risks

• World Resources Institute foresees a gap between water supply and demand of  

56% in 2030

->Valuing water is key to solving water challenges



Water-Energy Nexus



Water-Smart Society 

“A society in which the true value of water is recognised and realised,
and all available water sources are managed in such a way that water
scarcity and pollution of groundwater are avoided. Water and resource
loops are largely closed to foster a circular economy and optimal
resource efficiency, while the water system is resilient against the
impact of climate change events”

by 2030 the transition to this water-smart society should be in full swing



1. Multiple Waters

2. Value in Water

3. Digital Water

4. Hybrid Grey-Green 
Infrastructure

5. Inclusive Governance

WE Innovation Areas – the value of water 



Why innovation in water, now? 

• 56% water gap between demand and supply in 2030 (WRI, 2020)

• 80% wastewater in not treated before released in the environment (globally)

• The cost of inaction is 5 times higher that the investment needed to tackle water risks 

though innovation (CDP, 2020)

• Europe is +90% dependent from imports of CRM (EC, 2014)

->Need for an innovative holistic solution, including legislation and inclusive governance



Legislation 

Industrial Emissions Directive

Pollution reduction into water, 

water reuse and efficiency

Urban Wastewater Treatment 

Directive

Circular processes 

Nutrient Management Action Plan 

Value in water



Implementation 





Water Knowledge Europe 2022 event is coming up in Brussels on October 18-19
to help you build your consortium to respond to the upcoming water-related
calls for proposals for the new Work Programmes 2023-2024 of Horizon Europe.



watereurope@watereurope.eu

www.watereurope.eu

H2OEU

Water Europe

Thank You

mailto:watereurope@watereurope.eu
http://www.watereurope.eu/
https://twitter.com/H20EU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/watereurope/

